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Summary Transcript with: Shirley Green

Abstract: Shirley Green has been living in Fownhope since 1959. 
She’s been a supporter of the club walk for that length of time 
too. As a child used to look forward to club days with great 
anticipation and excitement. As the walk got nearer, people 
started preparing their gardens. Used to have a new dress and 
look forward to the fair coming. Used to do jobs at home to 
spend at the fair! To a young child something quite special. A 
lovely procession. 

0.00

Dad not a member, but always supported things in the village and 
his contribution was to make sure his garden always looked good. 
Girls couldn’t take part. Got married in 1971 and went to live 
in Fownhope. Husband is a member and son is too. 

Dressing the sticks: Shirley dresses her husband’s stick. Been 
doing since the middle seventies. A big flower lover and likes 
looking at the sticks. Tries doing them like club president, 
Mike Andrews, but fears will never be as good as that. Finds it 
hard but enjoys it. Some flowers come from the garden. Used 
peonies from her garden or go round few other gardens. Bought 
some sweet Williams. Need quite a lot. It’s a good way of making 
friends in the village.

Millennium club walk was a very special year to celebrate the 
Millennium. 

Can remember a very early walk as a child when she was as 
pleased as punch because she got a lovely new dress, a little 
white dress with pink rosebuds all over it.

One character that she remembers was her neighbour as a child, 
Mr Haynes. He was the banner bearer. Roland Clarke a character 
now in the club walk.

5.00
There was a lot of pride in having a smart stick and garden. 
Everyone had a lovely garden.

When girls couldn’t take part in the walk wasn’t really affected 
by hit. Just enjoyed the day. Didn’t really think about it. 



The club walk takes place this year on June 1st, starting at its 
usual starting point, the New Inn in the centre of the village. 
Expect to see the banner unfurled, the emblematic oak bough 
ready to be hoisted and carried aloft by the club president, 
through the village and onto the church. It was a real family 
day. Very special. For the day people would look forward to a 
new dress and a new pair of shoes if you were lucky. If was 
lovely to be dressed up because that wasn’t something you would 
normally do.

10.00

SG thinks it important Catcher Media are recording these stories 
now, while these people with all the knowledge are still about. 
It’s a wonderful to have an archive like this. 
Men and women dress the sticks. A few of the older members dress 
their own stick. 


